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BACKGROUND: Prior to joining MI-SPARC, Hon. Donovan was 
the Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness. 
Previously, he was the Under Secretary of the Air Force from 2017 
until 2020, and he was the acting Secretary of the Air Force for 
over five months in 2019. Hon. Donovan was also Majority Policy 
Director and Professional Staff Member for the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Armed Services. Prior to his time on Capitol Hill, he 
was a Department of the Air Force civilian engaged in strategic 
planning and programming on the Air Staff. Hon. Donovan served 
over 30 years on active duty in the U.S. Air Force, first as an 
enlisted member, then earning a commission to become an F-15C 
combat mission ready instructor pilot, an F-5E Aggressor 
adversary instructor pilot, commanding an F-15C fighter squadron 
and the USAF Officer Training School, and serving in various 
capacities on headquarters and combatant commander staffs, 
retiring as a colonel in 2008. Hon. Donovan is a twice Senate-

confirmed Presidential appointee and recognized expert with wide-ranging executive leadership 
experience in national security strategy and policy issues, defense resource allocation and budget 
development, interagency processes, military operations, and Congressional legislative activities. 

AREAS OF FOCUS: As director of MI-SPARC, Hon. Donovan is responsible for advancing the thought 
leadership, rigorous analysis, and vigorous debate on preserving America’s military spacepower
advantage. Foundational to the MI-SPARC is the strong advocacy for the resources and authorities 
necessary for the U.S. Space Force to provide uniquely powerful and dominant capabilities to the Joint 
warfighter and the Nation's leaders. Activities also include the education of the American public, 
Congress, the defense industry, the media, and the broader national security community on increasing 
threats to America and her allies in space, rapidly evolving advancements in the global space industry, 
and emerging military spacepower requirements. 

AREAS OF FOCUS: ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL TITLES: Hon. Donovan earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree from Regis University majoring in technical management; and earned master’s 
degrees in management from Webster University, in airpower arts and sciences from the USAF School of 
Advanced Airpower Studies, and in military art and science from the US Army School of Advanced 
Military Studies in their senior-level Advanced Operational Art Studies Fellowship. 
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